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Objective

The Union Database (UDB) shall improve the traceability of gaseous and liquid 
biofuels as well as renewable fuels of non-biological origin with the objective to: 

• avoiding double counting;

• facilitating the monitoring and reporting for voluntary schemes and Member States;

• mitigating the risks of irregularities and fraud.

Economic operators along the chain of custody shall enter information into the 
UDB (in real-time):

• Sustainability characteristics of the fuels;

• Transactions in relation to those fuels.

The EC intends to start the operation of the UDB by December 2022.
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Scope

Supply chain scope (economic operators)
• Low Risk value chain (from collection point / Trader)
• High Risk value chain (from point of origin)

Sectoral and fuel scope 

• RED II
• Sector: Transport 
• Fuels: All liquid and gaseous fuels (biofuels, bioemthane and sustainable gases, H2), RFNBO 

and recycled carbon fuels (RCF)

• RED III
• Sector: Transport / Power & Heating & Cooling (RED III)
• Fuels: All liquid and gaseous fuels that shall count towards the targets of the RED III

→ Under discussion: extension of UDB to demonstrate compliance with requirements with 
Monitoring and Reporting Regulation (MRR)
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Mass Balancing

According to the draft Implementing Act on Sustainability Verification the connected European gas 
infrastructure shall be considered as one mass balancing zone.

In combination with the drafted mass balancing principle for the European gas grid, the following 
questions have been raised: 

• Is it necessary to document / enter information about intermediate steps (e.g. change of 
ownership, capacity bookings at interconnection points) between injection and withdrawal of 
biomethane?

• Does it suffice to prove mass balancing with injection and withdrawal?

• What is the role of existing database/national registries?  

Gas GOs shall enter the UDB only, if

• GOs are cancelled

• A Proof of Sustainability is available for the corresponding fuels
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• Expectations towards the Union Database are high 

• Open issues are big in number 

Summary
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Thanks for your attention! 

Matthias Edel (ERGAR)
edel@ergar.org
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